variety among the functional treatments evaluated, 5, 6 Jones and Amendola bring old news as new without mentioning or discussing the already-existing evidence on the subject. Therefore, there is a lack of useful information in their Discussion section. We wonder if they were unaware of current evidence-based literature on the topic. Further, they did not discuss surgery as a treatment option and did not comment on earlier work on the evaluation of different functional treatment options for acute lateral ankle ligament injuries. 1, 7, 8 In our recent update 4 of a systematic review published in 2002, 3 fixed-effect model analyses showed there were statistically significant differences in favor of surgical treatment (nonreturn to preinjury level of sports, ankle sprain recurrence, long-term pain, and subjective or functional instability); however, these differences were no longer statistically significant when using the more appropriate random-effects model and with the removal of one low-quality (quasirandomized) trial with extreme results. So there is still insufficient evidence available from randomized controlled trials to determine the superiority of either surgical or nonoperative treatment for acute injuries of the lateral ligament complex of the ankle. High-quality randomized controlled trials of primary surgical repair versus the best available nonoperative treatment for well-defined injuries are required. In a systematic evaluation of different functional treatments, 7,8 a lace-up ankle support seems to be effective in reducing swelling in the short term when compared with a semirigid ankle support, elastic bandage, and tape. However, the most effective functional treatment, clinically and in terms of cost, remains unclear from available trials. 7, 8 Systematic reviews of the literature are a modern and popular medium for authors to present a complete and up-to-date survey of the evidence on a topic; however, they should not forget, as with conducting and reporting randomized controlled trials, the process of conducting and reporting a systematic literature search should be done with great care for completeness and accuracy. Inadequately performed systematic reviews can easily mislead the readers of high-quality journals.
